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0 Colin McRae rnpBe yia npodtn popd ato PaAdu Akpénonis to 1992. Luppeteixe pe :
éva Subaru Legacy, tepuduoe 40s, watdoo n phipntou eixe hdn e§anwBei. Le exei- -
VOV 10V ay®va onpeiwae tov idio apiBud taxitepwv xpovwv aus eIdIkEs diadpopés

(11) peto vikntA tou aydva, Didier Auriol.

018¢oitns EARdGSas, nap’ 6Aa autd, onpeiwoav tnv... IpdTn Tous Vikn enitou Iko- "o~

1w0édouto 1993, 6tav akdépn odnyoloe Legacy. 0 enike@anis tou aycva kai opdata-
BAdstou, AriVatanen, eixe €6050, evd 0 McRae, nou Atav 20s, katéatpeye tnv avap-
wnontou o€ éva Bpdxo. Eneita, 1o 1994 Atav n xpovid tns Alagwvias. Htav n npwtn
xpovid nAnpous epniokns tns Subaru pe to Impreza kai n NPT Popa TOU AUTOKIVA-
tou otnv EAAdSa. 0 aycvas kuioUae dyoya yiatov Colin. Bpiokétav enikepanns yia
1a 2/3 tou aycva, adid auté nou cuvéPn atn pechpepiavih avacuykpétnon s Ma-
KPaKWUNS enigkiace ta ndvia. Apketd ané ta kopugpaia autokivnta H€xBnkav éAey-
X0 and enignyous, ol onoiol apxikd dvoi§av ta kand kai éneita Hev ta €6eoav owatd.
Tokand ouMcRae dvoi€e o€ pia €.5., pe anotéAeopa va ondoei to egnpés nappnpit.

‘Eo1 npoékuye pia peydnn Siapwvia oxeukd pe 1o nws Ba pnopoltoe va adndEer nap-

Hnpi¢, xwpis va ndpel noiva h va anokthael taktiko pelovéktnpa. Ta napanova tou
KpiBnkav ws «BepeAiwdns avuabAnukh cupnepipopd» kaita yeadvuxta ol Aywvo-
dikes tovanékieioav ané tov aywva. 0 Colin eixe anoktioel adikalodynta tnv e1k6-
vatou kakou naidioy...

! 0idios nepipeve dUo xpbvia npotol yupioel otnv EAAGSa, eAniovtas va anokata-
| gthoeltn grpn tou. H évtaon evtoutols napépeve. Eixe tepuatioel tov aywva enike-

@adns, kai to pévo nou éueve htav va nepdoel tn pduna tns eAeths eppatcpou. 0
unephpavos Lkoto£los eixe €va @ino atov aywva nou énaide tnv napadoaiakn oko-
TOE¢IKN YKAIVTA Kal htav Viupévos Pe evie®s okotaédikn evbupaaia, kitkal 6iata
ouvagn. And euyéveia o cuvodnyds tou Colin, Derek Ringer, evnuépwoe tous opya-
VWTES MOTE va yvwpiouv nws o opyavonaikins Ba odnyouoe tov Colin kaito autoki-
vnto otn pduna. 01 opyavwtés apvhBnkav va ddaoouv th cuykatdBeon tous. 0 Colin
nrav €€annos. EEnynoe nws i Ba éunaive o opyavonaiktns f kavévas. Tous €6¢i1§e ta
kA€181d Tou Subaru Kai tous €ine 6u pnopoUoav va 0dnYAGOUV auToi TO AUTOKIVNTO.
O1opyavwtés unoxwpnaav. Tedikd o Colin nipe tv exdiknan tou, aid n eikéva tou
KkakoU naidiol napépeve ekei!

Colin's first Acropolis challenge was with a Group A Subaru Legacy in 1992, when
he finished 4th. His reputation with the Greeks was already written in stone. He

scored as many stage wins (11) as the winner of the rally, Didier Auriol, who led F'
from start to finish. The Gods of Greece, however, gained their first victory over *
the Scotsmanin 1993, when still driving a Legacy. Long time leader McRae's "
teammate, AriVatanen, crashed and McRae, who had been lying 2nd, damaged ' §®

‘Evieka ouppetoxés, néve vikes. Autos ntav
0 GvBpwnostou aywva!
KEIMENO-®OTOMPA®IEL: MARTINHOLMES
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0McRae nponynBnke apxikd kai otov aywvatou 1997, duws to véo World Rally Car
yAiotpnoe oe pia avoixti otpo@n, pe anotéieopa va ondoel to clotnpa SielBuvans.
H 6edtepn vikn ipBe 1o 1998, pe tov Colin va éxel yeveldda yia tnv nepiotacn. Huav
évas aywvas 6nou n oelpd ekkivnons ennpéace tis npoondbeles tTeaadpwy Kopu-
paiwvodnywv. Katd tnv npdtn tou xpovid e tn Ford kai agoU BpéBnke atnv kopu-
¢ritouaycdvato 1999, éneae BUpa kivhaewv otpatnyikns ané tnv nafid wou opdda.
Autés euvénaoav to véo 0dny6 tns Subaru, Richard Burns, eve 6Aa autd ouvetée-
oav otnv eykatdieiyn tou McRae apydtepa pe npépanpa ato kiIfwtio taxutitwy. 01
Tpels enéuevol aywves otépBnkav pe 10dpiBues vikes yia tov Colin and to 2000 pé-
xpikaito 2002.

Metd 1o npcdto npwivé tou aywvato 2000, ta Ford twv Carlos Sainz kai Colin McRae
Bpiokovtav otnv kopuen kai, und us odnyies tns opddas, o Colin képdiae Tov aywva,
onpelvovias tnv 20A tou vikn. To 2001 n vikn tou Atav aywviddns, pe tous Burns
kai Sainz va éxouv ibies eAnibes yia vikn akdpa kai péxpi tnv teAeutaia e11kn dia-
Spopn. Hvikn tou Colinto 2002 rtav n 24n tou oto Maykdaopio NMpwtdBAnua, vikn
noutov £Pepe va ouykatolkel pe tous Carlos Sainz kai Tommi Makinen otnv kopugh
twv noAuvikav. 06Aynae tov aywva akpifws and tn péon kai petd, aiid nhpe pia
6x1xapaktnpIgukn tns 08fynans tou vikn, agou dev képdiae kapia e161kA Siadpo-
WA. HeAeutaia tou eniokeyn otnv EARGSa €yive to 2003. 0 Colin htav opdataBios
petov Carlos Sainz authvtn popd otn Citroen kai teppduioe otnv 8n Béan, §avd dixws
va onpeinael taxUtepo xpovo ae 1d1kn Siadpoun. Bpiokdtav kovid otnv katdktnon
s 4ns Béons, npotou kaBuatepnioel Adyw unepBépuavans tns povadas ECU. Aké-
pa Kkai étal htav éva ka6 anotéeopa, nou xpeladétav n opdda tou, av Kai Hev Atav
0T0 YVwatd tou oud.

To Akpdnodis 6€ Ba eivai noté 1o idio xwpis 10 Ikota£o...

o
In manyways his achievementsin Greece were
some of the finestof hiswhole career.
BYMARTINHOLMES

his suspension on arock. Then came 1994, the year of the Argument. This was ©

the first full year for Subaru running the Impreza and the Impreza's first time
in Greece. Things were going splendidly for Colin. He was leading for 2/3 of the
event, butwhathappened earlier, in the midday regroup parc ferme at Makrikomi,
overshadowed everything. Several leading cars had their bonnets opened by
officials and were left unfastened afterwards. McRae's bonnet then opened up at
speed and smashed the windscreen. Amajor argument ensued as to how McRae
could fairly be allowed to have the windscreen changed, without penalty or tactical
disadvantage.McRae's complaints howeverwere considered a “fundamental anti-
sporting act” and at midnight the Stewards excluded him from continuing. Colin
had gained aunwarranted bad-boyimagein the land.

Colin had to wait two more years before returning to Greece with the hope his
reputation could be repaired. The tension with the organisers remained. He had
crossed the official finish line in the lead, and then all that remained was to cross
the ceremonial finish ramp. The proud Scot had a friend at the rally, a bag-piper,
who came complete in Scottish dress, kilt and all. Out of courtesy, Colin's co-
driver, Derek Ringer, let the organisers know that a bag-piper would lead Colin
and the car over the ramp. The organisers refused consent. Colin was furious. He
explained it was Bag-piper or Nothing, handed over the keys of the Subaru and
told the organisers they could drive the car themselves. The organisers relented.
Finally Colin got his revenge for the injustice two years earlier, but the bad boy
image was still there!

McRae ledthe 1997 event |n|t|a|lg but the new World Rally Car slid wide on abend
and broke the steering. Asecond victory came longin 1998, with Colin wearing
abeard for the occasion. It was an eventin which running order consequences
affected chances of four top drivers. On his first season with Ford and after leading
the 1999 event spasmodically, he then became the victim of tactics performed
by his old team. These favoured their new driver, Richard Burns, all of which
contributed to McRae's gearbox failure laterin the event. Colin’s last three drives
onthe event, 2000 through 2002, were crowned in successes.

Afterthe first morning of the 2000 event, the Fords of Carlos Sainz and Colin
McRae led allthe way and, underteam orders, Colin was allowed to win on this
occasion, his 20thWRCwin. Once again the 2001 victory was acliff-hanger,
with Burns and then Sainz also in equal hopes of winning, even up to the final
stage. Colin's 2002 win was his 24th WRC victory, making him equalin victories
with Carlos Sainz and Tommi Makinen. He led for exactly halfthe way, but
uncharacteristically he did not win asingle stage. His final visit to Greece was in
2003. Colinwas now teammate to Carlos Sainz at Citroen and finished 8th, again
notwinning any stages. He had been heading for 4th place, before being slowed
by anoverheating ECU box. It was still a solid result, which the team needed, but
itwas notin his earlier style. The Acropolis has not seemed quite the

same without the man from Scotland.
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